
Pastor’s page: Advent-Traveling Together toward the Light 

      “Bruce, time to come in for dinner!” I can still hear my mother’s voice, deeply rooted in 
my memory, ‘calling me home’ for dinner at our home in East Norwich, New York. Advent 
is a homecoming. Advent is life. We recognize Christ among us, and yet we long for his 
return in glory, to fulfill all our hopes and dreams. We long to hear Christ say: “Well done, 
good and faithful servant, welcome into the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.”  We long to go home when our joy will become complete. 

       The season of Advent, that began our church year last weekend, is a difficult one for 
many of us in the United States. 

      First, it is difficult because we live in a consumer oriented capitalist economy. The 
period between Thanksgiving to Christmas finds us inundated with advertising and myriad 
bargains that companies hope will entice us to buy. The weeks leading up to Christmas are 
hectic and stressful, overwhelming and distracting. 

      Second, the temptation to get and acquire is a self absorbing, narcissistic temptation. 
Advent is about being still, and quieting down so that we can pay attention to the voice of 
God- and God’s profound love.  Advent focuses on God’s presence within us and around 
us. What is important in Advent is not self absorption, but absorption into God’s love. How 
can we develop a deeper relationship with Jesus, our Emmanuel- God with us?  

      Advent is an opportunity to come home to God. We are traveling together toward the 
Light, encouraged by the word of God in Scripture, our prayers alone and with others, and 
by the mass, the high point of our faith lives. 

      “Be awake, be ready, you do not know the hour when the Lord is coming!” This hymn 
calls us to vigilance in order that we may not be caught off guard, sleeping. 

      John the Baptist cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!” Isaiah the 
prophet tells us that every valley will be filled in and every mountain laid low. It is our job 
in advent to fill up our lives, with all its valleys and mountains, with the voice and presence 
of the Lord who is calling us to deeper union with him in love; calling us home. 

      Christ will come again in glory, but Christ is with us now in word and sacrament. Will 
we recognize the coming of the Lord today? Will we find Christ in ourselves, our spouse, 
our parents, our children, our teachers, our friends and even our adversaries? 

      This week, Fr. Kevin Cronin, a Franciscan, will lead us in an Advent 
Parish Mission. There will be morning and evening services available. Details 
are in this Bulletin. Don’t miss this opportunity to quiet down. Let the Lord 
capture you in His merciful love. 



 


